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How much preclsdty¥P0laries dropped
over Lthe slump n Cloetedorps 1 never
fquite knew. Bul the ifneldent left hiin
dejected. 1inp il lllﬂ[}{rilﬂl].

‘Hang It all, Hoew! he pald to me' In
the ‘smoking-ropm, &' fow evenings
Inter, “Thip Colonel Clay is enoiigh to

vax the pallopce of Job—and Job hod
lirge lossek, ton, If T racollect aright,
from the Chaldenns and pther blg op-
crators of thde perlods”

“Thrae thousand camels,' T murmured,
recalllng my denr mother's lesgons, tall
fit one foll swoop, not to mentaln GOO
yolke of oxen, cnrefed oft by the So-
licans, then a lenglic o flrm of apecula-
tive cattle dealersl’ :

YAl well” Charles meditated nloud
shukting the akh from' hils cheropt Into
n Japeneda lray—fine antlque bronze
worle, “Thera were bl trangactlons fn
Hya #tock even then! (8t Job or no
Joh, the man {8 too much for met*

“The diMeulty I8 T assanled, “you
never know wliera to have him.'”

“Yer'' Charles mused; Yif ha werag
Alwiys the samo, ko Hornlmin's tén
or b gbod, brand of whiskey, It would
I gusier, of courde; yvou'd stand sorme
chance of spoltlng him. But when a
man turns up smiling every time In a
different disgulso, which fits him Hke
n ekin, and always apparently with
the best eredentlals, why, hang It all,
Hey, therc's no wrestling with Lim
anyhow!'"

“Who coulid have come to us, for ex-
ample, better vouched,” I aequiesced,
“than the Honorable David?!

xactly go/” Charles murmured. "I
Invited him myself, for my own ad-
vantage, And he arrived with all the
{ir':utlgn of the Glén-Ellachle connec-

o,

YOr the professor?’ T went on, *In-
troduced 10 ue by the leading miner-
wlogint of Eogland,'? (

I hd touchel a gore pointd
wineed mng remoained silent,

“Then, women, ogaln' he resumed,
after oo painful pauge, L must meet !_ll
oelnty many charming women. I can't
evory where and alw be on Imy
guard agninst every = goul of thenu
Yol the moment I relax my nlle_l\uon
for one day—or even when T odon't re-
1ax It—I am bamboozled and led a
dance by that arch Madame Pltardet,
or that transparently  simple littis
minx, Mrs. Granton. = She's the cleve
crest girl T ever met In my life, that
liuesy, whatever we're to call her. She's
a different person each time; and each
time, hang it all, 1 lose my Leart afresh
1o that aifferent person.'

1 glaneed round to make surc Amelin
was well out' of earshot.

HND, Sey,” my respected connection
went on, after another jong pnuse, sip-
ping hig coffee peénalvely, “1 feel I must
be alded in this superhumin task by
n professional unraveler of (!llllllllllr.;
digguizges, T shall go to, Marvilller's
1o-niorrow—fortunate man, Marvillier
—an ask him tp supply me with a
really good ‘tec, who will stip in the
houre and kKeep nn o eye upon every div-
ing soul that comes near me. He elingl

g nose, eaclh ¢yeo, each wie,
Al whisker, He ghall be my wotoh-
ful hulf, my unsleeping self; it shall
be s business {o susnect all living
men, all breathing women.  The Arch-
highop of Canterbury shall not escape
for o moment hlx watchful re;ard; ha
will take care that royal Princesses
don't callar the spoons or walk off
with s Jowel cases, Fle must =ee
ible Colenel Clays in the guard of
s train and the vparson of every
sli: he must deteet the offchance
of o Mudame Pleardetr in every ¥ TR
#irl that takes ten with Amelia, every

Charles
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fat old lady that comes to call upon
Tsabel,  Yes, 1 Lave made my mind
up. 1 shall go to-morrow and secure

n man ot once at Marvillier's
‘If you please, Sir Charles,” Cesarine
interposed, pushing her head throuzh
the portiers, “her ladyship saya will
you and AMr. Wentworth remember that
she goes out with veu hoth this eve-
nnlg to Lady Carlsbrooke's?"

“Bless my soul'' Charlea cried, "'=g
she does!  And {U's now nast 10! The
carringe will be at the door for us in
another five minutes!!"

Next morning, accordingly, Charles
drove round to Marvillier's.. The fa-
mous  detective lstened (o hls story
with glistening eves; then he rubbed
Lis handa and purred.

Y“Colonal  Clay!" he sald; “Colonel
Clay! That's very tough customer!
The polica of Europe are on the look-
out’ for Colonel Clay. - He §s wanted
in London, in Parls, in Berlin. It is
Colonel Caoutchouc  here, le Colonel
Caoutchouc there, (il one hegins to
nsl, at lagt, |s there any Colonel
Canntchoue, or {8 It a convenlent class
name
n gang of undiscovered sharpers? How-
ever, Sir Charles, we will do our best,

1 will set on the track without de
the best and cleverest  detective in
Iingland.”” t

“The wvery man T wanl” Charles

enfd.  “IWhat name. Marvillicr?”
The principal’ siolled.
“\Whatever nama you like” he so
“Ile lsn't parliculer. Medhurst |
culled at home, We call him Joco
T gend him round to your house this
aftarnoon for certoin”
“Oh,, no  Charles  =aiil
fvou won't; or Colonel
will' come insteéad of hir
suld too often.  Np casun
11l ‘'wait here and sea him.
“But'he fsp'L in" Marviliier objected.
Charles’ was (irm as a rock.

“Then send and fetch him."”

In half an hour, sure’ encugh, tha
detective arrlved.  He was an odd-
looking =mall man, with hair cut short
and standing stralght up all over his
head, 'like n Parlsian waltgr! - He had
aulek, sharp eyes, very. much like a
ferret’s;  his nose was depregsed, his
lips thin and bloodless. A scar marked
hig left cheek—made. by a sword cut,
he enid, when engeged one day in ar-
resting o despprale; Prench smuggler,
disguised as an offlcer '‘of Chasseurs
a'Afrique. "His mlen was resolute, Al-
togelher, a quainter or 'euter little man
it has never yet beén 'my ‘lpt to =et
eves on.  Ha walked in with a brisk
“etep, eyed Charvles up and down, and
thien, without  much  formalily, asked
for what he was wanted.

“Thig: e Slel Charles  Vandrift, the

redl diamond king,” Darvillier sala,
ntroducing. us.

":‘iu I'sec,” the man answerad,

“Then you know me?* Churles tsked.

“Dwouldn't e worth: much;” tlie do=
tevtive replied, M0 T didn’l Know overy -
body, And = you're  easy  enough 1o
Know; why, ‘every box in the streee
Ehows you.” :

“Plaip spoken!" Charles remarked.

HYag you llke Losin' the man an-
Pwered  ig a respectrul  tones NI en-
deavor to sult my dress and heliavior
on every occaslon to ‘the lasle of my
employers.”

“Ypur name??! Charles uslked, 'smil-

promptiy,
Clay. himsclf
I'va been
strangers!

Ing
*Jopeph Medhurst, at your.service.
Svhat sorr of work?
Ilfell diamond buylng?* 1

No' Charles answered, Axing hlm
with:his ‘eye, "Qulte dnnther kind of
Joh: You've heard of Colonel Clay?!

Medhurst nodded, “SWhy, certainly,
he sild, and for tho first time T de-
tected a lingering traee of Amerlean
eccent,  “It's| my business to 'know
wbhout: hlim.

"Well, T ‘want you
Charles went on.

Medhurst drew o long breath, “Isn't
thal rather a large ordert” he mur-
niired, surprised,

Charles explained to him exnctly the
nrt/nf services he vagulred. Madhorst
promiged.  Aocomplys CIE the  mgn
romes near you Plispot him' he snld,
pfter nomonent's puuse, YT can prom-
Wo you that muieh, UL plerco any dis-
gulso. T should  know, inia minute
whotlier: he's gol up.or not.. 1hm death
niowiss, ) frlRe mustaohes,  artifelal
poniplexions: UL eneggn to) bilne the
roEcin bo ool Q00T sees hime . Yol maae
yot verie el s et ebat s
Bboll yauy Culopel Gl ean duioth-

to catch’ him,™

b

invented by the Force to cowver)|

Stolen dinmgnus?|
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do It Marvilller aut’ in.
He'll do It If ho siys il He's my
very best Uhiand, Never kngw  any

miun ke him for tnravollng and un-
musking the cleverest disgulses,
flhen” hie'l ault me!’ Chatles » an-
) “for I never kneow any man
lika ' Colonel Clay for assuming  and
matntalning them't L .

It was  arranged accordingly that
Meuhurst should take up his resldence
In tha  housa for the present, and
sholld he described to the servants as
aeslalunt  wecretary, He ‘came  that
very day, with o' marvelously ammnll
portmanteau. Dubt from the modment
he arrlved we noticed that Cesarine
Look i vielent dislike to. hin,

Mpdhurst ‘was an efficiont detective.
Charles and I told him all wo knew
ahout the varlous! shapes (0 which
Colonel . Clay ‘had "materiallied, and
he giuve ud In turn T many ‘valuable
criticisms and suggestions, Why, whan
wa hegan  to suspect ‘the Hon, David
aranton, had we not. as It by npeel-
| dent, tried to knack hiw red wig ofe?
| Why, when the Nev., Richard Peploe
! Brabazon first dlscussed the question
of the paste diamonds,
looked to see If any of Amelln's unlque
gome were misslng? Why, wlen Pro-
| fessor  Behlelgrmacher made ‘hlg bow
to assembled scienco at Lancaster Gate,
had we not strictly Ingulred how far
e witn personally known beforehsnd
| to Blr Adolphus Cordery and the other
fmineralogista? He supplied us also
jwith reveral good hints about false
Lhalr . and . make-up, such as  that

wins  probably mueh

Sehlelermachier
ahorter than he looked, but by Imita-
tng a stoop with padding at his back
he had produced theé 11lusion of a tall,
bent man, though In reallty no bigger
than the 1ittle curate of the Graf von
Lehenstein,  High heels dld the rest,
while the sclentific. keenness we noted
In his face was doubtless brought
about by a trifle of wax at the end
of the nose, giving o pecullar tlt that
I8 extremely’ effective.  In short, I
must frankly admlt, Bdfedhurst made
us feel ashamed of ourselves. Sharp
a4 ‘Charles {8, wa realized at onee he
was nowhere In observatlon beslde the

e
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tralned and experfenced senses of thls
professional dotective, i

The worst of it all was, while Med-
hurst “was wlith us, by some curlous
fatality, Colonel Clay  stopped away
from ' us. Now' and again, to ba sure,
we ran up against’ somebady whom
Medlinrst suspected, hut after:a; short
investigation® (conducted, ‘I may ‘sua,
with! admirable cleverness), tha spy
always showaed us tho, doubiful person
wig really” sonie innocent and well
known | charactey, whoso  antecedents
anil surroundings he elucidated ‘most
wonderfully. He was o perfect marvel,

too, inhis - faenity’ of suspiclon,  Ha
suspoeted averybody, "If un'old friend
dropped in to talk  business’ 'svith

Charles, we found oub afterwardithat
Medhiurst ' hind laln’ concealed all “the
time behind: the curtain and had talen
shorthand noted of the whole conyer-
sation, ns woell ag) snap-shot photo-
graphs ‘of the  supposed shavper, by
menns ofa lkodal,

If a fat old lady came to gall upon
Amelia, Medhurst was sure to be Jurk-
ing under the ottoman In the drawing-
room and carofully chserving, with all
his eyes whether or not she was really
Mme,  Pleardet’ 'padded.
Trasco: brouvght her four plaln daugh=
tors to a.a “at’home'! one night Med-
hurst, in evening dress, disguised os o
walter, followed them emch' round the
room  with' obtrusive lces, to satlsty
himseltjuat ‘how wuch of thely coms=
plexlon was veal,.andi haw mueh wos
pptent: rouge and Binom of Ninnp, ' e

valet,wne' nat' Colonel ~Clay  In plain
clothes, and ha had halfoa, [den that
Cesnrine herself was gur snuey !'\White
Heather!' Int ancalternative syatar, YWa
polpted out to himodn valn that Simp-
son, hnd often hoow present initlie very
gaane oo withs Davhils Granton, and
that Cesarine hail dvessad Mrs, Hraba-
won's hoalp at Lucepne, ' Chis: partinlly
PR S PR T T OSSR 3 o B E QR f
wpnrkeld thpt eBimpsoy anight aloulils
Bkl puots W CRoelatys slbe ) s

had: we not
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daubted whether Bimpaan, Sir Charles's

known,!and that as for Cesarlne, she
might well have o (win sister who took
her Ftn.ne' whan sho was Mme: Pleardet,

HBtill; In apite of all his eare—or he-
eause jof alli hile care—Colonol' Cloy
atopped awdy for whole waooks to-
gother, | An | explnnation  occurred to
ul,  Wan {t possibla ho knew wa werin
gudrded and watchied? Wad ho afraid
of mensuring swords v-‘lth.thiu tralned

detective 3

1t po, How had he found |t out? I
had an' Inkling myself, but, undér all
to Clinrlea.’ It waa clear that Cesaring
intensely dlsliked’ this new addition to
the Vandrlft houeehold.  She wanld not
Atop in the room where the detective
was, or shows him common pollteness.
Hha spoke of him always as “that
odious” mun Medhurgt.” = Could  alio

seryanls knew, that the man
apy in search of the colongl? 1T was
Inelinod to' helleve §t. And then It
dawned  wupon mo that Cesaring had
known ' all about the dlamonds and
thelr story; that It was Cesdarine who
took us to sea Hchiozs Lebensisin; that
it' was . Cesarine who pos ted the letter
to Lord  Creig-Ellachie! 1f Ceésarine
was In/league with Colonel Clay, as 1
wag half inclined to surmiss; what
more natural than her ebvious dislike
Lo the detéctlva who was thers to
citeh her principal? What more slm-
pla tor her than to warn her fellow-
conspirator of the danger that awalted
him It he approached this man Med-
hurst?

However, I wag too much frightened
by the episode of the check to say
anything of mlf nascent ‘suspicions to
Charled. T walted rather to se¢ how
events would shape ' themselves,
JAfter awhile! Medhurst's vigllance
grew positively dannoying. More than
onca he came to Charles with reporty
and  shorthand notea distinetly  dis-
tagteful to "my excellent brother-in-

was [

£
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“Tho'fellow g getting 1o know too
mueh about us' Charles sald to me
one day., *“Why, Bé&y, he =mplesa out
averything. Would® “you hellove It.
wheni that confidentlal interview with
Booltfield the othor’ day. =ahbout the
new lssue of Golcondas, tha man was

the circumastances, I'dld not menlion 1t

have gucasaed, whol none of the other

1avor, X

After thiat rebuff, Medburat seemed
put upon lils mettle,  Ffe redoubled
hl vigllanea In every  direction.

“It'y not my faolt'”  le sold plain-
tively, ona dnay, "If iy reputdtion's so
good thit, while I'n near vau, this
rogua won't approach you, If I ean
eatehr him, at least keep hlin away
from coming néar you!

A few. days laler, howoever, he
brought Charles some.  photographs.
Thegp (he produced with evident pride.
The lirst he showed us was o vignelte
of n little parson:

“Whe's' that, then?' ho inqulred,
rhuch pleased,
We gazed at It open-aved. One word

rose (o our llps slmultaneously: "Bra-
Linzon !

“And how's thia for high?! ho nsked
agaln,” producing another—the photo-
graph of o gay young dog in & Tyro-
lesn conlume,

We mirmered, “Von Lebenstein!"

“And this?! ‘ha continued, showing
is tha portrait of a lady with & most
fetehing, squint

We nnswered with one voles, YLittle
Mrsx. Oranton!"

Medhurst was naturally proud of this
exoellent explofl. ¢ replaced them
in his pocketbool with an alr of juast
Lrinvmph.,

“How did yeu get them?" Charles
asked,

Medhurst's look was mysterlous,

“SiryCharles,! he nnswered, drawing
himgelf up, I must ask you to trust
mea awhile® In this matter, Remamber,
there nre-people whom ¥ou decline to
suspect. (I have ledrned that it Is al-
wiys those very peopla who are most
dangerous to caplitalists. If 1 wera to
give you the namcg now, you would
refuge to  helleve me.  Thercfore, 1
held’ them over disereetly for the mo-
ment.  One  thing, however, 1 say.
know to a certainty whora Colonel
Clay {g at this present epeaking.  But
[-will lay my plang deep, and I hope
hefors long' to secure him. You shail
ba: pregent when' I do so; and I shall
maka him confess his  porsonallly
apeniy. More than that you cannot
reasonnbly ask, I shall leave it to you

then whathar or nol you wish to ar-
rest him:* i

i
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under the easy-chaly though I gearch-
ed’ the room  beforehind to make sure
he:wasn't ‘there, and he came.to me
afterwarll with full notesiof thejcon-
versation, “to  assure ma he  thought
Brookfleld—whom I've known for ten
vears—wasa too tall by half an ineh,
to. be one/ of Colonel Clay's imper-
sonttiony.'”

¥Ghlibut, Sir Charle=""  Medhurst
| oried,; emerging  suddonly  from
hook cnBe, ‘‘you must never look ypon
any one'as above gusplclon. merely he-
causpo; you've known him for ton years
or thoreabouts. Colopel Clay may have
eppropohied youlat varlous times un-
vder many’ dlsgulses, Fe may have
bbullt up’ thils “thing gradually, . Be-
ial'rles ag' to. my. knowlng too” “much,
why, of ‘courge; n' detective nlways
learns many things-about hla employ=
er's family  whieh he Is motisuppogad
toknow;: but professlonai aonor and
professionnl etiquette, us with dootors

they,

|and lawyers, compel hlm to lock them:

‘up ns ohsolute’ escrets in thelr own
bosnm. | You
wlll divulge one jot of them. If I dld,
my oceupation would be gong and my
reputation” shattarad,"

Chanley looked at him appalled,

Do you dare ‘to say.'' he burst out,
“voulve heen-listenlng to. my tall with
my brother-In-law and recretary?'t

SWhy, of ‘gourse,” Medhurit answer-
ed. “It's my buainess. to lsten, and
to. 'suspect evervbody, | If you  push
ma; ta say 80, how e T know Calanol
Clay I8 not—>3Mr. Wentwarth?" i

Charles withered hlm with n'lodk,

SInjtuture, Madhurst," he gald, “you
mist never canceal yourgelf in o roeom
whare T .nme without mye “lanye. and
knowledgo.'" i i

Madlhurat bowed palltaly.

HOh, fs yau wlll Bl Chaeles™ e an-
awared, Mthat's quila it youriown wish,
Though how ean Iiact as anpMelent

tretive, anywny, LEyon Cinslst upon
FIRALA hands - koo that: hefore-

I’ cetented A raind f et

nead never be afrald T|

‘Medhurst was adamant.

3
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Chartes was  consldarably | puzzled,
not to say plgued, by thls curious retl-
cencoy he begged hard for names: but

4No, no, s replled; “we detcctives
hoave oupr own just® pride in our pro-
fessjon. 10 T told you now, you wauld
probnbly spoll all by soma premature
aolion. You. ave too. open. and. lm-
pulaivel: T il mentlon ‘thls alone;
Calonuel Clay will na shortly. In Parls,
and belors long wlll begin from that
ity a fresh attempt at' defrouding you,
which hoiis now hatching. Bark my
words, and see whetlierior not 17 have
haen  kopt well Informed: of ‘tho fel-
low's moyvements!'”

Tl was: porfectly correct.
laler; as. jp turnwl out’ Charles re-
ceivad a  Meonfidentlal ' letler from
Parls, purporting to coma {rom the
head 'of n second-rate financial housa
with whioh he' hed had' deallpgs over

Twao days

‘bowed,

the Cralg-Fliachle Amalgamation—by
this time, T ought to hove aald, an ao:
complished union, It vwas & lotter of
small  |mportance In  ltself—a  mers
matter of detall; but It paved the way,
g0 Modhurst thought, to somg 1ater de
vaelopmant of mora serious: choaracter.
Horo' onee more the man's

farosight wag  justificd o in
other weelk, we recelved a gocond com-

ans |

of a'delicale flnancin) chayracter, whinh
would have involved the tranafersnua
onf fAome E2,000 to the head af the
Parlsian tirm at an  address . glven, .
Both thesa  lalters Modhurst | cleverly

campared with those written to: Charley
L Clay

In" tha. names of Calonel
and Graf von, Lebonstein, At firat
slght, it 15 trug, the differences hes
tween tlio two ssemed qulte enarmols
—Lha Parls hand was broad and black,
lape anlsbald; awhile the eariier mons
useript wap small, neat ahin ond gens
tlamanly. St when:Medhurat polnt=
ed out to us o certain pereistent twiats
in' phe formatlon, of lla capitats’ and
cerbwin curlouy poeulineities Iy the pils

hetore,

slngular corted,

| sor—wo, were to opoen the door,
miunlention] gontaining other proposals!in, and secure the oriminall

ntiva Iength of his t's, his 1's, lils b's
nnd hls h's, we could see for ourselves
he wis right] both were the worlc of
ona hand, writing In the ono cnse with
n Rhurq pointed . nih, very small, and in
1o otlier with a qulll, very large and
freely,

This dlscovery® was most Important.
We stood now within meaaurable dls-
tancea of catching Colonel Cldy, and
bringing forgery and fraud home to
him, without hope of evasion.

To make all sure, however, Maeghurat
communicated with tha Parig police,
and showed us. thelr answers. Mean-
while, Charles continued to write to
the head of the firm, who had given o
private address In the Rue Jean Jnc-
ques, alleging, ' T must say, n most
clever reagon why the negotintions nt
this  stage =hould be '‘confldentinlly
conducted. "But  onns never expected
from Colonel Clay anything less than
consummata cleverness. In the end L
was arranged that wo three were to go
ovet to Paris togother, that Medhurat
wns to undertake, under the fu!sn of
belng Sir Charles, to pay the £2,000 to
the @ pretended flnancier, and that
Charles and I, waltlng with the police
outslda the door, should, at a glven sig-
nal, rush In with our forces and mc-
cure the eriminal,

We went over accordingly and epent
the night at the Grand, as ia Charlea's
cuistom. The Bristol, which I prefer,
he finds too qulet. Early next morning
wo took a flacre and drove to the Rue
Jean Jacques. Medhurst had arranged
everything In advance with the Parls
police, three of whom, In plaln clothes,
were walting at the foot of the stalr-
cage ' to aesist us, Charles had fur-
ther provided himself with £2,000 In
notesd of the Bank of France, in order
that the payment miEht be duly mado,
and no doubt arlée as to the crime hav-
Ing been perpetraled ns well as medi-
tated—in tha former case tha penalty

would be fifteen ¥years; In the latter
three only. He was in wvery high
spirits.  The fact that we had tracked

ihie ‘rascal to' earth at last and were
within an hour of apprehending him,
wis In [tsell enough to ralse his cour-
age greatly. We found, ns we expocted,
that'the number given In the Rue Jean

Jacques was that of a hotsl, not a prl-
vate residence. Medhurst went in first,
and inguired of the Ilandlord whether
our man was at home, at the saime
time Informing him of the nature of
our errand, and glving him to under-
grand that If. we effected the captura
by his friendly ald, Sir Charles would
soe that the expenses Incurred on the
swindlar's hill were met In full, ng the
price. of his  assistance. The landlord
He expressed hig deep regret.
ns AL e Colonel—so wo heard him ecall
him—wns n most amiable person, much
likrd by tha household; but justice, of
vourss, must have {ts way, and, with o
regretful ‘sigh, Tie undertook to nssist

us.

The pollce . remalned below, bul
Churlés and Medhurst were aoch pro-
vided with' n. palr of handouffs, Re-
membering the Folperro case, how-
ever, weidetermined ‘to us them with
tha greatest cautlon. We would only
put them on'In case of vielent reslst-
ance, We arept up to the door where
the miscreant was  lLoused,  Charley
handegd’ the notes in an open envelope
to Medhurat, who selzed them hastily
and held them in'his hands in readi-
nesyg for actlon.” Wa had o slgn con-
Whenevor he sneozed—whial
he could do in the most natural maun-
TALED

He was gone for some  minutes,
Charles nnd I walted outside In breaths
legn . expectation, ° Then  2Aledhurat
anaezed,  We fAung tho door open nt
onge andsburat in upon’ the creature.

Medliurat rose nA we dald ao. He
painted with his Nnger,

“Thlg la8 Colonel Clay, he sald,
“Ieep him well in charge whilo 1 go

down to. the door for the police to
arrest him!!

A gontlemanly  man, about middla
helght, with o ‘grizzled beard otd o
well nssumed milltary ' aspect, rose ab
the snme moment:: The envelopa in
which  Charles  had plaged  the ‘nates
lay con btlie table! hefare  hime 1la

|

R i, 20y b

EPISODE
OF THE
ARREST OF
THECOLONEL,

NUMBER

viI

clutelied it nervousry.

“I'am ot a .88, gentlemen,” he sald,
in an exclted volce, “to account for
this ‘Interription.” He spoke with a
tremor, yet with all the pollténoss
to which: wa were accustomed In the
“itn}M curate and the Ilonorable Da-
Vid.

!'No nonsenge!l” Chirles exclaimed in
hig anthoritative way., “We know who
You are. We have found you out this
time.  You are Colonel Clay. Tt you
attempl to reslst—talce, care—I will
handeuft you!"

Tha military gentleman gave a

I .am Colonel Clay,” hn an-

awered,. “On what charge 'do you ar-
rest me?”

Charles wasx bursting  with wrath.
The fellow's coolness' seemed  never
1o’ desert him.

“You are Colonel 'Clay!” he riit-
tored. “'You have Lthe unspeakable ef-

jf:‘gptery to stand there and admit

#Certainly!" the colenel nnswered,
growing hot in turn. 1 have done
nothing to be ashamed of. What do
You mean by this conduct? Tow dare
you  talk of arresting: me?"

Charles laid his handion
shoulder, v

“Come, cpme, my [risnd,'” he sald,
“That sort of bluff won't go down with
us. You know very well
charge [ arrest vou, and herg ara the
polleg to Kive effect to it

Ha called out “Entrez!"”. The police
entared the room. Charles explalned
as well as he could in moet doubtful
Parlslan ‘what they were next to do.
The Colonel drew himself up .in an in-
dignant attitude. He turned and ad-
dressed them in excellent TFrench.

L am an officer In ‘tho service of
IMer Britannle Majesty,” ha =aid. "On
what grounds do you venturg to In-
tarfere with me, messioura?’”

The chief policeman explalned.
Colonel turned to Charles.

“Your name, air?’ he inqulred. /

‘You kuow it very waell' Charles
answared. ‘I am Bir Charles Vandrift,
and, in spite of ¥our clever disguise,
I ean {nstantly recognlze you. [ know
your eyes and ears, ‘I can sea the
same man who cheated me at Nicg and
who insulted me on’ the lsland.”

the man's

The

You Sir Charles  Vandrift!"' the
madman!" He 'looked around at the
police. "“Take care what you da!l"lhe

crigd, *“This {8 a raving manfac. T
had bualness just now with Sir Charles
Vaondrift, who quitted the roomn a=
these gentlemen  entered. This person
Id mad, and’" you, mongleur, T doubt
not,"” bowlng to me, 'You are, of course,
his keaper.’”

“Do not'let him decelve vou!' T eried
to ‘tha police, beglinning to fanr that
with his usunl incredible claverness the
fallow would aven now manage to slip
through our fingera, | “Arrest. him a8
yYou are told. We will taks the re-
sponalbllity.” " Thaough I trambled when
I thotight of that check lie held ot mine;

Theaichlef 'of our three pollcemen came
forward and lald his'hand on the cul-
prit's. shoulder.

T advise you, M. le Colonel,” e sald
in janofflclnl "volee, “to comeg with us
fuletly for tha present.. Hefors the
Judge | d'Instruction wa can enter at
length Into all these questions™

The Colonel, very indignant atlil, anad
neting the  part marvelously, yielded
and went along with them.

#IWhere's Modhurst?' Charles Ingule-
ed, glancing ‘around as we reached the
dnnr: “I wish he had atopped with us."

“You are looking| for monsieur, ‘rour
friend?” the landlord Inquired, wilh a
slde bow to the Colonel, “He has gone
away in a flacre. e asked me to give
this noto to you.!

He handed 'us o twisted note. Charles
opened and read It

“Invaluable man!™ he eried. "“Just
hear what he days, Sey! ‘Having' se-
cured Colonel Clay, T am nff now again
on the track of Mme. Pleardet. She was

lodging in the same house, She has
Just: dviven awny; T know to whot
plaaa, and I am after her to arrest her.
In ‘blind haste, Medhurst]®  1hat's
smartness, if youn like.  Though, noor
little: woman, I thinlc: he might havae
left  her.!

“Does a Mme, Pleardet stop here?!
T Inguired of the laondlord, thinking It
possible she might have assumed agaln
the samo old allas. 1

ITa nodded nssent.
o Mouly oul; ouil he answerod. "She
hag just driven off, and monsieur, your
friend, has gonas posting after her'

“Splandid man?® Charles cried. ‘AMar-
villjor: was quite right, Ile [3 tho
pringe of detectives!' i T

e halled a couple of flaeres; and
drove off, In two detachments, to the
Juge d'instruction. There Colouel Cloy
continued to hrazen it out, and as-
sertad’ that ha was an ofleer In the
Indlan army, home on  s8ix  Jnonths'
leave, and spending  some weeks In
Paris. 1Te oven declared hio was known
at the embassy, where he had a gousin
talkad that this

an altache, anid he

gontleman ahould bo dent for ab once
froin  our Ambassador’s  to (dentlfy
him, The juge d'instruction inuisied
that  thils must Le dene; und Charles
walted In vary  bail: humor for the
foollsh formolity. It  renlly seemead

as if, after qll, when we lhid actually
caught anid arreated our man, he wos
golng by some' cunning device to es-
LER R E R

Ater n delay of more than an hour,
during which Colonel Clny - fretted and
tumed quite s much ne wa dld, the at-
tuche nrrlved. Mo our horror and’ na-
tonlshment, he proceeded ta salute the

prisoner most aftectionately.
“Hallaa, Algy!' he cerlad, grasping
his hand; “what's up? Wiat do these

rufflang want with yon?"

It began to dawn uypon us then whint
Aedhurat had, meant’ by !suspoeting
avarybody!: the real Colonel Clay. wne
no common adventurer, but w genties
man ot birth and high connection}

The colorel glarved ot ud A I

wphis  fellow  declares  he's. Bir
Charles “Vandrift,”  he said  sulkily,
“rhough, In faot, thers are two D
them, And he accuses me of forgery,
froud and’ theft, ' Bertla'"

Tha attnche! atared hard nt us,

“hla te 8 Charles Vandrift,! ha re-
plied, atter a moment, L pemsmber
heaving him make & spegch ongo at a
ulty dinner. And what charge’ have
you to prefer, Slv Charles, against my
asousin?

#Youp consin?t Gharles eriad, 'This
iz Colanel Clay,! Lhe ‘aetorlous eharn-
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The attache smiled.\,u. gentlemanly
and superior amlle, i
“This {s Colonel Clay,” ha
ed, “of the Bengal staff corps.’
It began to strike us there was aome=
thing wrong somewhere, S
“But He has chented me, all “the
sme," Charles safd—"at Nice two years
ago, and many, times since, and this
very day. he has tricked ms out of £2
000 In French bank-netes, ' which h
has now about him!'! !
‘Tha' colonel was spacchliess,  Butith
attache ladghed: 3 : i
“What' ha has done to-day I donbis
know,” he =ald, “but If it's as apoery;
phal as whet you say he di
ago, you've g thundoring bad céase, sl
for he was then ' IniIndia, and I ywas
out thers visiting him.! i
“Where ara the ' E2,0002%
eried,
hand!

 Bnswers

“This envelope, he sald, “was leff
with me by the man' with sghort stifg
hair, 'who came  just before you, and
who. announced himself as Sir Charles
Vandrirt. He snld he wad inteceated In
tég In Assam, and wanted me to join
tlie board of directors of some bogus =

company. There are his papets, T
lHeve and lio handed them to his
cousin,

“Well, I'm glad the notes are mafl

of rellef, beginning to smell a To
“WiHI you kindly return them to me

The attnche turned out the contents
of the' envelope. They proved ito he
prospectuses of bubble companiea of
the _moment, of no importance. 7

‘Medhurst  muost have put  them
there,” I cried, “and decamped with the
cash.”

Chnrles gave a groan of horror.

“Auil Medhurst {s Calonel Clay!'"' he
exclaimed, clapping his hand to nhis
forehend. =

“T beg yeur pardon, sir,”’ the Colonel
Intarposed. “I have bul’ one person-
elity, and no allases,'”

It'took quite half an hour to explafn
this imbroglie, but as spon as ell was
explained, In French and English, to
tha satlsfaction of ourselves and’ the

d'instruction, the 1

more than onece wondered, whan he
gave hisiname at shops In Paris why
It was often received with such g
suspiclon. Wo  instructed the’g
that the true culprit wna Medhuset,
whom they huad sesn with their ow
eyes, .and whom wa urged them to pur=
sue with all expedifion. ;
Meanwhile, Charles and T, sccomp
nied! by tha Cglopel and the attache—
“to/see tha fun out! ‘as they sald—
called ‘ot the Bank of France for the
nurposa of stopping  the, notes  [mm.
diately. It wasg too late, however. They
had bean nresented at once and cashed
in gold by a pleasant’ lttle lady’in
American costume, who wis afterwar
identifled by the  lotel-Teeper (fro
our  description) 'as his lodger, Mme.
Pleardet. It wns clear she' had taken
roomsd in tha same hotel, to be near t]
Indian Colonel, and It was she sl
had recelved and sent the'lotters, A%
for our foe, he had vanished Into space,
a8 plways. I Al
Two days later we recelved the usunl
insulting communication on a sheatinf
“harles's own dalpty note’ Tast time
doowrote Jiowas on Cralg-Ellachis pa
ser; Lhis tilme, liks the swanton lap-
wing. he nud'got himself another cras
“Most Perspicaclous ‘of Milllonalres!
Sald I not well, as Medhurst, that you
must distrust everyhody?' And tha one

man vau never dreamt of (distruating
was—DMedhurst.  Yet sen how truthful
I was! ‘T told you T know whera Co

onel Clny was living—and T did’ know,
exactly, T ‘promised  to take you. to
Calonel Clay's reoms and to get hhn
arrested for you—and I'kept my prom=
se, T even exceeded vour expectation
for T gave you two Colonel Claysiin
stend of one, and ‘you took the wroneg
man—that is to eay, the real ane. his
was g neat lttle trick, but It cost me
some trouble, 3 n
“First, T found out there was a real
Colonel Clay In the TIndian army. ‘T
also found out 'he chanced to be coming
home on' leave this season, T might
have made mora out of him, no donb
but T disliked annoying him, ond pY
ferred to ‘give mysalt the fin  of this
partlenlar  mystitieatlon, T thersfore
walted for hlm' to reach Parls, whers
the pollce arrangements suited me be
ter than'in London, . Whila T was look
Ing‘about and delaylig operations ‘for
hiz return, T happened to hear you
wanted a detective, So T ‘offerad my
self as out of work, to my ald employen,
Marvilley, from whom T " have had
many gooid Jobs in the past: and thore
yoiu get, In shovt, the Ternel® of tha
Colonel, ¥
SNaturally,
B0 back ng i ]
But, on the large &
ledrned oo work sings i
pleasure of making your delightful a
quaintance, this matters Hitle. To ‘saw
the truth. T begin to) feel detectiv
worlc moeukb or Lwo below  me. it
T am’ now o geotleman of means
nnd,  lelsyre. Besldes, thio extrd
knowledge of Moup movemants  wi
have wequired In  your  housa | bas
helpall stll] turther to sive ma varioiy
holds upon you.  So thoe: flike will he s
true’ to his own pet lambi  Th vanw
the matanhore you orenot  fally alsse o
vot. : !
fRememhar me montidebndin b
chorm'ne ' family Dglyn XAan tee
Tny and  tell Mlles Cesacine T oo
npridEe which: T ¢hatl Ingves f 1
She eléarly | suspected me.) Yol a4
mueh ton rleh, dear Charlaz: U helisye
your plethora, 1 hlped vou fdnancipfl
Therefore 1 conslder mysell. yvour sln-
cerest friend. b i
HOLAY-BRABAZON-MEDHUIRST.
UFellow of the Roynl College of Surs
geons,! 5 flky!
Charles wap threatened  with' apop-
lexy Thig' blow  was seyers, .
*Whom ean T trust't he dasked, plain
tively “whenotha detective themsslyos,
whom I/ employ to gudrd me. trn ope
to. b swindlers? Don't yon remember
that line [n the Latin graminar-—sonid
thing sboaut, “Whoe ahall watehs th
watehers?t T think it used torun, 'Qu
custodes,custodiet Ipaosd i
But T elt this oplzage had ntile
disproyved  my.  suspleions o cefip
Cegnrine vy
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